Germination of the bacterial endospore takes place in two distinct stages. The first, or initial, stage involves lowering of the spore's refractive index and of its resistance to heat and other environmental factors, with no increase in spore volume. The second stage involves growth and is terminated when the germ cell emerges from the spore coat with the properties characteristic of the particular organism; this stage does not usually include division of the germ cell.
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In Of the organisms investigated, B. cereus has the longest, and B. licheniformis the shortest, intermaximal range (Fig. 1) . In the former, the range is more than 3.5 times longer than in the latter. only relation between the two maxima is that when an organism has a maximum of 60 C or more for the first stage, it would have 50 C or more for the second. The presence of B. licheniformis, which has a very short intermaximal range, among the investigated organisms eliminates the existence of an intermaximal temperature common to all. Graphically, this may be illustrated by the fact 501 that no parallel to the vertical (or "y") axis intersects simultaneously all the intermaximal segments. There is no temperature at which the spores of all the investigated organisms would enter the first stage but would be prevented from further development and be destroyed. It is likely, however, that other ways of applying this principle of control in the case of mixed infection could be found.
